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health issues. During re-

sponses to fires or other haz-

ardous events, they may be 

exposed to, inhale or ingest 

toxic gases, vapors or 

particles.  For instance, 

the automobile industry 

in Detroit used cadmium, 

a poisonous metal that 

was used to electroplate 

materials to protect them 

from corrosion.  In addi-

tion, over 90% of buildings in 

Detroit were built prior to 

1980 and are likely to con-

tain lead-based paints.  Cad-

mium and lead are two major 

sources of contamination in 

Detroit. One adverse health 

outcome associated with 

long-term environmental 

exposure to lead and cadmi-

um is hearing loss. 

 

“We plan to test the hearing 

of 200 firefighters from the 

Tweet from Chair,  

Tsveti Markova, MD, FAAFP 

 

So proud of the faculty 

and student successes! 

Go team!  

D R .  S A M S O N  JA M E S DA N I E L  R E C E I V E S  
T H R E E - Y E A R  N I H  R E S E A R C H  AWA R D  

Dr. Samson Jamesdaniel, 

assistant professor in the 

WSU Institute of Environ-

mental Health Sciences and 

Family Medicine & 

Public Health Sci-

ences depart-

ments has re-

ceived nearly 

$400,000 from 

the National Insti-

tute of Environ-

mental Health Sciences of 

the National Institutes of 

Health (NIH) to research 

gene-environment interac-

tions to determine the asso-

ciation between environ-

mental exposure to lead and 

cadmium and hearing loss 

in Detroit firefighters. 

 

Firefighters face potential 

exposure to various hazard-

ous chemicals that increase 

their risk for numerous 

City of Detroit, assay bone 

lead and urinary cadmium 

levels, and assess the fre-

quency of two distinct vari-

ants of an antioxidant gene 

(SOD2) in order to deter-

mine the interactions among 

environmental exposure to 

heavy metals, genetic fac-

tors and hearing loss,” said 

Jamesdaniel.  

 

Dr. Jamesdaniel’s ultimate 

goal from his research will 

be to apply the knowledge to 

human remediation studies 

and identify preventative 

measures that will protect 

firefighters and others from 

hearing loss caused by envi-

ronmental exposure. 
 

Article excepted from Division 

of Research News, December 

12, 2017 

 

We are committed to improving 

the health, well-being, and envi-

ronment of individuals, families, 

and communities by advancing 

the science and practice of fami-

ly medicine and public health 

through innovation and excel-

lence in research and educa-

tion. 

Mission Statement 

D F M P H S  C H A M P I O N S  F O R  T H E  2 0 1 8  
H E A R T  WA L K  

Wayne State University is 

continuing to strengthen it’s 

partnership with the Ameri-

can Heart Association (AHA) 

by  hosting the 25th Anni-

versary of the Metro Detroit 

Heart Walk/Run. 

 

Juliann Binienda, PhD;  Julie 

Gleason-Comstock, PhD, 

MCHES and Tapinder Singh 

(MI-AHEC) have volunteered 

to serve as department 

champions.   Thank you!! 

Please stay tuned to your 

email for the various activi-

ties and communications 

surrounding this year’s 

event.  

 

The department is proud to 

take an active part of the 

AHA’s mission to  “build 

healthier lives, free of cardi-

ovascular diseases and 

stroke.” 

 

Please mark your calendars 

for Saturday, May 12 and 

join the Family Medicine & 

Public Health Sciences 

Walk/Run team or support 

one of your colleagues with 

their fund raising efforts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAMC—Association of 

American Medical Colleges 

www.aamc.org 

The Association of Ameri-

can Medical Colleges is a 

not-for-profit association 

dedicated to transforming 

health care through inno-

vative medical education, 

cutting-edge patient care, 

and groundbreaking medi-

cal research. 

https://research.wayne.edu/news/new-nih-study-to-research-the-risk-of-hearing-loss-in-detroit-firefighters-28792
https://research.wayne.edu/news/new-nih-study-to-research-the-risk-of-hearing-loss-in-detroit-firefighters-28792
https://research.wayne.edu/news/new-nih-study-to-research-the-risk-of-hearing-loss-in-detroit-firefighters-28792
https://www.aamc.org/
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Wayne State University’s Family 

Medicine Interest Group held its 

annual holiday gathering on De-

cember 7, 2017 in Woodward 

Gardens.  The event was spon-

sored by the  Michigan Academy 

of Family Physician (MAFP) and 

the American Academy of Family 

Physicians (AAFP).  It was hosted 

by Dr. Jira Coumarbatch (WSU 

assistant professor and Family 

Medicine Clerkship Director) and 

organized by Lisa Blackwell 

(Family Medicine Student Pro-

grams Project  Assistant). 

 

Years 1,2, 3 and 4 medical stu-

dents were in attendance as well 

as other guests including: Drs. 

Susan Stevens (community pre-

ceptor), Rhonda Dailey (WSU 

assistant professor), Juliann Bi-

nienda (WSU associate profes-

sor), Ralph Williams (WSU assis-

tant professor, Margit Chadwell 

(Associate Dean of Student Af-

fairs), Dr. Christopher Lajeunesse 

from Beaumont-Oakwood Hospi-

tal, Dr. Harsha Jayatilake (former 

DFMPHS faculty member) and 

from the MAFP Dana Lawrence, 

Director of Communications and 

Michael Macias, Director of Busi-

ness Development & Operations. 

Special guests included Dr. 

George Mogill and his daughter, 

Jain, and her husband Dr. Carl 

Lauter. 

 

Adam McMillan, Y2, FMIG Leader 

presented, Dr. George Mogill with 

a distinguished service award.  

Dr. Mogill is a 1942 graduate of 

the Wayne State University 

School of Medicine.  Each year 

during Match Day, the George 

Mogill, MD, Endowed Award for 

Family Medicine is presented to a 

graduating senior committed to 

specializing in Family Medicine.  

The award is based on qualities 

and characteristics exemplified 

by Dr. Mogill, including scholastic 

achievement, compassion, volun-

teerism, leadership, respect of 

peers, and a sense of humor and 

joyfulness. 

 

The event afforded attendees the 

opportunity to take time away 

from their busy school and work 

schedules to begin the holiday 

season visiting with good friends 

and sharing good food. 

 
Thanks to the sponsors and Lisa 

for organizing such a nice event. 

 

 

FAMILY MEDICINE INTEREST 
GROUP (FMIG)  CELEBRATES THE 
HOLIDAYS 

WSU School  of  Medicine 
Department of  Family Medic ine 
& Public  Heal th Sc iences  

Primary Business Address  

3939 Woodward Ave., 2nd & 3rd Floors 

Detroit, MI  48201 

Phone: (313) 577-1421 

Fax: (313) 577-6718 

www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/ 

 

Master of Public Health Programs  

3939 Woodward Ave., 3rd Floor  

Detroit, MI  48201 

Phone: (313) 577-1051 

Fax: (313) 577-3070 

www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/mph 

 

FM Residency Programs 

1101 W. University Drive, 2-South 

Rochester, MI  48307 

Phone:  (248) 601-4900 

Fax:  (248) 601-4994 

www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/reside

ncy/index.php 

 

Research  

Integrated Biosciences Center (IBio) 

6135 Woodward  

Detroit, MI  48202 

 

Clinic Sites  

1135 W. University Drive, Suite 250  

Rochester, MI  48307  

Phone: (248) 650-6301 

Fax:  (248) 650-5486 

www.wsufamilycare.com 

 

1560 E. Maple Road 

Troy, MI  48083 

Phone: (248) 581-5151 

Fax:  (248) 581-5199 

upgdocs.org/Troy 

Pictured L to R: Dr. Jira Coumarbatch, Adam McMillan, 

Dr. Mogill and Dana Lawrence. 

Dr. Mogill displaying the Distin-

guished Service Award given to 

him by the  Family Medicine Inter-

est Group. 

For archived copies of the 

Department of Family Medi-

cine & Public Health Scienc-

es newsletters, visit:  

http://www.familymedicine.

med.wayne.edu/news.php 

http://familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/
http://www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/mph/
http://www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/residency/index.php
http://www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/residency/index.php
http://www.wsupgdocs.org/family-medicine/WayneStateContentPage.aspx?nd=1361
http://www.wsupgdocs.org/locations/WayneStateContentPage.aspx?nd=1866
http://www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/news.php
http://www.familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/news.php
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FAMILY MEDICINE FOUNDATION OF 
MICHIGAN (FMFM) HOSTS STUDENT-
FOCUSED CONFERENCE 

Dr. Pierre Morris, Interim Family 

Medicine Program Director at the 

Rochester Family Medicine Clinic 

was very pleased with the success 

of the 2017 Michigan Future of 

Family Medicine Conference.  Dr. 

Morris also serves as the Chairman 

of the Michigan Foundation of 

Michigan’s (FMFM) Student and 

Resident Education Committee, 

which planned the event.  “This is 

an exciting time to be a Family Phy-

sician, as the need for our specialty 

has never been greater.  It was in-

spiring to see such vigorous inter-

est in Family Medicine as evi-

denced by the presence of so many 

students at the conference,” said 

Dr. Morris. 

During the conference held in Octo-

ber 2017 at the Moceri Learning 

Center, participants heard from 

keynote speaker Karen Mitchell, 

MD, FAAFP, President of the Associ-

ation of Family Medicine Residency 

Directors.  She highlighted the criti-

cal role of Family Physicians in to-

day’s healthcare system and 

shared a forecast of the future of 

the specialty based on the shift to 

value-based care currently under-

way. 

Students also had the opportunity 

to talk one-on-one with residency 

program directors, faculty, and staff 

from 11 residency programs in 

Michigan.  In addition, a panel of 

Family Physicians, program direc-

tors, and residents shared their 

Family Medicine journey, provided 

tips for preparing for residency, and 

answered questions about what it’s 

really like to be a family doctor, as 

well as the value of getting actively 

involved in the Academy of Family 

Physicians early in their careers. 

Lastly, students participated in 

hands-on clinical workshops led by 

the participating residency pro-

grams: 

 Oakwood Annapolis FM Residency 

(suturing) 

 St. John FM Residency (suturing) 

 Ascension Providence FM Residency 

(punch and shave biopsies) 

 WSU/Crittenton FM Residency 

(pelvic exam) 

 Beaumont Health FM Residency-

Troy (casting) 

 DMC FM Residency (IUD insertion) 

 Moceri Learning Center staff 

(assessing heart and lung sounds 

using a high fidelity simulator) 

 

For more information about upcoming 

events, visit mafp.com  

 

 

 

Dr. Morris (left) and Dr. Markova (Chair, 

WSU Family Medicine and Public Health 

Sciences) addressed participants at the 

conference. 

Participants prepare to participate in one of 

several hand-on clinical workshops.  Pictured 

above: Pelvic exam led by the 

WSU/Crittenton Residency Program  

https://www.mafp.com/
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WELCOME TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY 
MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH SCIENCES  

The Department of Family Medicine 

is pleased to welcome its newest 

faculty member.  

 

Michael McLeod, JD, MPH joined the 

department in December as an Assis-

tant Professor.  Mr. 

McLeod holds a Juris 

Doctorate degree from 

the University of Michi-

gan Law School, a Certifi-

cate in Public Health 

Leadership from the Uni-

versity of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill and a Mas-

ter of Public Health from Chapel 

Hill.  He earned his bachelor’s degree 

in Government at the College of Wil-

liam and Mary.  

  

Mr. McLeod has a 50/50 appoint-

ment with DFMPHS and the College 

of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

(CLAS).  Michael will direct the MPH 

Program’s FPH 7440 Practicum 

course in the fall, winter, spring/

summer semesters and  will be re-

sponsible for orienting students to 

the Practicum requirements; identify-

ing and maintaining community place-

ment opportunities for the students, 

and recruiting new sites as needed; 

evaluating student performance, and 

assessing student achievement of 

course competencies. He will also 

serve as an academic advisor to 

assigned MPH students, and par-

ticipate in fund-raising activities.   

 

For CLAS’s BSPH Program, he will 

direct the PH 4100/4150 Practi-

cum course in the fall, winter, 

spring/summer semesters and will 

be responsible for orienting students 

to the Practicum requirements; 

providing professional development 

to prepare students for their field ex-

periences; identifying and maintaining 

community placement opportunities 

for the students, and recruiting new 

sites as needed; evaluating student 

performance, and assessing student 

achievement of course competen-

cies.  For both programs, Michael will 

participate on committees and work 

with administrative and practicum 

staff in both SOM and CLAS to 

maintain and monitor student 

practicum placements and upkeep 

relations with practicum sites.  He 

will work closely with the Directors 

of both programs to make sure that 

the practicum courses at the under-

graduate and graduate level contin-

ue to meet the objectives of each 

program. 
  

 

We would also like to welcome the 

following individuals who have 

joined our department in varying 

roles:  

 

 Gwen Gilbert (Rochester clinic) 

 Leah King, Research Assistant 

(working with Dr. MacDonell) 

MICHIGAN-AHEC SHARES ITS  LATEST NEWS 
IN ITS  WINTER 2018  NEWSLETTER  

Wayne State University School of 

Medicine’s Michigan Area Health 

Education Center  shares its latest 

news with the community in its     

Winter 2018 E-newsletter.  

 

Article titles in the latest newsletter 

include: 

 Michigan AHEC to Host Second 

Legislative Breakfast  

 Nursing Doctoral Candidate Re-

visits Her Rural Roots 

 Wayne State College of Nursing 

Receives Prestigious Future of 

Nursing Scholars Grant 

 MI-AHEC’s Co-Program Director 

(Dr. Dennis Tsilimingras) Publish-

es Research Study Results 

 Northern Lower Regional Center;  

Southeast Regional Center;  Up-

per Peninsula Regional Center;  

Western Michigan Regional Cen-

ter; and Mid-Central Regional 

Center all share local news. 

In addition, learn about their upcom-

ing events, and read past newsletters 

or view photos  from previous events. 

 

The primary purpose of MI-AHEC is to 

help address the workforce shortage 

of health care professionals in Michi-

gan.  Through its network of five re-

gional centers, MI-AHEC helps ad-

dress the health care needs of resi-

dents throughout the state. 

 

 

For more information about MI-

AHEC click the logo below. 

https://i.wayne.edu/view/5a60cbc2907a7?utm_source=link&utm_medium=email-5a60cbc2907a7&utm_campaign=MI-AHEC+Newsletter+-+Winter+2018&utm_content=Read+this+email+on+the+Web
https://miahec.wayne.edu/
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Dr. Fatin Sahhar, clinical assis-

tant professor (voluntary) and 

the staff at the DMC Family Med-

icine residency program located 

at Thea Bowman Community 

Health Center are collecting 

used books for children.  

 

This book drive is an on-going 

effort to get books into the 

hands of ‘little ones’.  However, 

adult books will also be accept-

ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward any donations to 

Judy Magdalenic, 3939 Wood-

ward Gardens, Room 313.   

In December, Dr. Mogill hosted a 

dinner for  Wayne State Universi-

ty Family Medicine students, 

faculty and other guests at his 

Bloomfield Hills home.   

 

We extend our sincerest thanks 

to Dr. Mogill and his daughter 

and son-in-law, Jain and Carl 

Lauter, for their family’s contin-

ued support of our students and 

the Family Medicine and Public 

Health Sciences department at 

Wayne State.  

Pictured from L to R: Drs. Jayatilake, Mogil and 

Coumarbatch. 

Guests enjoy the casual atmosphere 

prior to sharing a delicious dinner to-

gether. 

R EPR ES EN TIN G D FM PHS  AT S TFM  

Drs. Nicole Lopez and Ash-

ley Tabi (both PGY-3 Family 

Medicine residents) along 

with Dr. Tess McCready, 

their faculty re-

search mentor, have been 

selected to present their 

research project on Sexual 

Health Education at this 

year's Society of Teachers 

of Family Medicine (STFM) 

conference on May 5, 2018 

in Washington D.C. Both 

residents provided a mini 

series of lectures with pre 

and post surveys to both 

our Family Medicine Depart-

ment and the Internal Medi-

cine Department on the 

Crittenton Hospital cam-

pus identifying and address-

ing gaps in physician 

knowledge of patient sexual 

health.   

 

Dr McCready will be giving 

an additional presenta-

tion at STFM as part of the 

New Faculty in Family Medi-

cine Collaborative, a lecture 

on "Educational Resources 

And Where To Find Them for 

New Faculty" during the May 

meeting.   

 

Congratulations to Drs. 

Lopez, Tabi, and McCready 

on their acceptance pre-

senting at this year's STFM 

conference.   
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G RA N T AWA RD  FOS TER S S TUD ENT S UCCESS  

D R.  J IN PING  X U PR ESEN TS R ES EA RCH FIN DIN GS  
AT IN TERNATIONA L MEETIN G  

In November, 2017, nine MPH stu-

dents and recent graduates received 

grant awards to attend the Annual 

Meeting of the American Public 

Health Association in Atlanta.   

 

Five students were honored to pre-

sent posters at the conference: 

 Maliha Ahmed 

 Stephanie Krajnik 

 Bin Liu 

 Elyse Schultz 

 Lea Selitsky 

One student participated in a Student 

Assembly winning debate team: 

 Jihan Aiyash 

 

Two students were selected to hold 

APHA offices for the upcoming year: 

 Jihan Aiyash, Student Assembly 

Campus Liaison 

 Dixy Rajkumar, Student Assembly 

Programming Chair 

 

Our students would not have been 

able to attend this national confer-

ence without the financial support 

of School of Medicine Class of 

1959 alumna and legacy donor Dr. 

Ann Lewicki.  We are grateful for Dr. 

Lewicki’s longtime support which 

provides so many professional op-

portunities for our students.  

 

All recipients are encouraged to 

write a thank you letter to Dr. 

Lewicki and share with her how 

their experience, as a result of her 

generosity, will enrich their school-

ing and careers. 

Jinping Xu, MD, MS, profes-

sor in the Department of 

Family Medicine & Public 

Health Sciences presented 

a research poster at the 

2017 North American Pri-

mary Care Research Group 

in Montreal on November 

17-22. 

 

Dr. Xu presented “Update on Treat-

ment Options for Prostate Cancer 

Study (TOPCS): A Population-based 

Survey of Men with Low-risk 

Localized Prostate Cancer.” 

More than 1,100 primary care 

researchers from around the 

world attended the annual 

meeting.  The poster walk is a 

program designed to introduce 

students, residents, fellows 

and experts in a specified field 

to current research.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

The study, funded by the American 

Cancer Society, brings attention to the 

global health issue of over-

diagnosis and overtreatment of 

men with low-risk prostate cancer 

and the importance and growing 

trend of men selecting the Active 

Surveillance approach as initial 

management strategy.  

 

 

Excerpted from SOM News dated 

December 6, 2017.  

 

Pictured Left to Right:  Maliha Ahmed, Lea Selitsky, Stephanie 

Krajnik, Elyse Schultz and Jihan Aiyash. 
Pictured Left to Right:  Maliha Ahmed, Stephanie Krajnik, Jihan 

Aiyash, Elyse Schultz, Dixy Rajukumar, and Sahil Bhatia. 

https://www.med.wayne.edu/news/2017/12/06/prostate-cancer-research-study-from-family-medicines-dr-xu-garners-attention-at-international-meeting/
https://www.med.wayne.edu/news/2017/12/06/prostate-cancer-research-study-from-family-medicines-dr-xu-garners-attention-at-international-meeting/
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D R.  S AM U EL E ZI L I OL I  R ES EA RCHES  PO L I CE 
S TR ESS  FOR NATI O NA L I NS TI TU TE O F J U S TI CE  

Dr. Samuele Zilioli an assistant pro-

fessor in the Department of Family 

Medicine & Public Health Sciences 

is Co-Principal Investigator on a 

$568,000 grant awarded by the 

National Institute of Justice.  The 

purpose of the study is to develop a 

comprehensive and 

empirically based con-

ceptual framework of 

how environmental 

stressors and work-

related factors are 

linked to biopsycholog-

ical stress and police 

behavior among patrol 

officers.  The model will then serve 

as a basis for future intervention 

work. 

 

To achieve this, the researchers 

plan to pursue the following three 

goals: 

 

1.  Establish the relationships be-

tween patrol environments and 

patrol officers' biological, psy-

chological, and behavioral 

stress response (see, specific 

objectives 1, 2, and 3); 

 

2.  Determine how the various com-

ponents of the stress response 

system relate to each other 

(see, specific objective 4); 

 

3.  Examine work-related factors 

that moderate the effects of 

chronic environmental stressors’ 

on the stress response (see, 

specific objective 5). 

 

 Specific objectives: 

 

1. Determine how physical (i.e., 

objective neighborhood quality) 

and social (i.e., social disad-

vantage) aspects of patrol envi-

ronments affect endocrine (i.e., 

cortisol and testosterone) and 

immune (i.e., Il-6 and C-reactive 

protein) markers of 

the biological stress response. 

 

2. Determine how physical (i.e., 

objective neighborhood quality) 

and social (i.e., social disad-

vantage) aspects of patrol envi-

ronments affect psychological 

states (i.e., perceived stress, 

anger, anxiety, depression) im-

plicated in the psychological 

stress response. 

 

3. Determine how physical (i.e., 

objective neighborhood quality) 

and social (i.e., social disad-

vantage) aspects of patrol envi-

ronments affect police-related 

behaviors (e.g., absenteeism 

and use of force). 

 

4. Establish how the biological and 

psychological components of the 

stress response relate to each 

other within patrol officers and 

determine how derived biopsy-

chological phenotypes relate to 

police-related behaviors. 

 

5.   To characterize the cluster of 

work-related moderators (e.g., 

policies, organizational support, 

time in the force) and their role 

in the environmental stress and 

the stress response system rela-

tionship. 

 

 

Dr. Zilioli’s faculty appointment is 

shared 50/50 with the Department 

of Psychology.  Other WSU col-

leagues included on the grant with 

Dr. Zilioli are: Brad Smith, Malcolm 

Cutchin and Charles Klahm from 

Wayne State University. 

 

Congratulations on securing the 

funding to research this very im-

portant issue for our first responders.  

 

For more information about this re-

search project, please contact Dr. 

Zilioli at  szilioli@med.wayne.edu    

D FM PH S TO H OS T 2 N D  A NN UA L R ES EA RCH DAY  

The annual DFMPHS Research Day will 

be held on April 18, 2018 in the Mar-

gherio Conference Room/Mazurek Edu-

cation Commons in the School of Medi-

cine at Wayne State University, from 8:30 

am to 12:30 pm.  This is an opportunity 

for students and trainees to present their 

research under the mentorship of their 

faculty advisors.  

 

Students are invited to submit oral 

presentations (10 minutes) and/or post-

ers.  Abstracts should relate to family 

medicine or public health sciences in 

content with a preference for abstracts 

related to work conducted or ongoing in 

the department.  

 

The Call for Abstracts is open to our affili-

ated doctoral (medical, PhD) students, 

MPH students, and residents (family medi-

cine, transition year) working on research 

associated with the DFMPHS.  

 

Key dates related to the abstract submis-

sion process: 

 The deadline for abstract submission 

is midnight March 5, 2018.  Submit 

by email to: 

jgleason@med.wayne.edu with a 

subject line of “DFMPHS Research 

Day Abstract”. 

 Notification will be provided by March 

12, 2018. 

 Accepted oral presentation slides and 

completed poster in electronic format 

(slides) must be submitted to the 

same email address by April 9, 2018. 

 

For a copy of the guidelines or any abstract

-related questions and/or comments, email 

Dr. Dawn Misra, Associate Chair for Re-

search, at dmisra@med.wayne.edu.  
 

 

mailto:jgleason@med.wayne.edu
mailto:dmisra@med.wayne.edu

