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Due Back Date:  
Independent Reader:  Thank you for agreeing to serve as the independent reader for this student’s report, which is to satisfy the 3-credit FPH 8990 Master’s Project course.  

Here is what we are asking from you: 

1. Please read the paper and consider it in light of the criteria listed below.  This Summative Evaluation form has several boxes for optional comments.  

2. Rate each of the 7 sections (A-G), using a 4-point Likert scale (defined below).  

3. Provide an overall percent grade at the bottom of the form.

4. Only if the paper is unacceptable in its current state would you request required changes; this is rare. Otherwise grade “as is,” using the grading scheme at the bottom of the evaluation form.  Note that a minimal passing grade is 83%.
5. Your anonymous comments will be returned to the student.   
	
	           Rating for each section: (A-G)

1=Unsatisfactory
2=Improvement Needed

3=Meets Expectations 
4=Exceeds Expectations

	A. Title
1. The title correctly represents the content and breadth of the study reported.

2. The title is clear and concise and gives importance to the study.
	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)



	Comments on Title


	

	B. Abstract 
1. The abstract is succinct and contains a statement of the problem, procedure or method, and conclusion. 

2. The abstract covers each component of the study.

3. The implications and benefits reported are commensurate with the results obtained.
	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)



	Comments on Abstract 


	

	C. Introduction and Review of the Literature
1. The goal or purpose of the study is clearly stated.

2. Key references are reported, and there is a clear relationship between the study purpose and its methods.

3. The literature review provides a theoretical and methodological framework for the problem under study.

4. References to previous findings are accompanied by proper literature citations.

5. Important concepts and variables are defined clearly.

6. The pertinence of/rationale for the study is presented.

7. A general overview of the study is presented.

	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)




	Comments on Introduction Review of Literature   


	


	D. Materials and Methods
1. Operational definitions for the study variables are described clearly and are appropriate, given the nature of the question asked.

2. The research design is described in detail.

3. The measurement instrument, including its psychometric qualities (e.g. validity and reliability) is described.

4. The population of interest and the sampling procedure are defined clearly.

5. The data collection procedure is described in detail.

6. The setting in which the study took place is described.

7. The data analysis procedures are stated in precise terms. 
	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)



	Comments on Materials and Methods   


	

	E. Results
1. Study findings or results are presented to answer the research question or address the study purpose.

2. Specific data accompany the written description of the results.

3. Tables and figures are used efficiently.

4. The contents of the tables and figures are clearly labeled.

5. The Results section contains actual results only; it does not include opinion or interpretation.
	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)



	Comments on Results   


	

	F. Discussion
1. The discussion is directly related to the study findings.

2. The study findings are placed in the context of other research findings.  

3. The significance of the study is explained.

4. The strengths and limitations of the study are discussed.

5. The conclusions of the study are commensurate with the design used and the results obtained.
6. The public health implications of the study are discussed.
	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)



	Comments on Discussion   


	


	G. References
1. The number of references is reasonable (neither too many nor too few); references are up-to-date.

2. The content of the paper clearly shows that the references cited were carefully read and are well understood by the author.

3. The references were appropriate and cited and listed correctly (either AMA or APA style).
	Insert Rating Score 
(1 - 4)



	Comments on References   


	

	
	

	OVERALL GRADE (percentage) 
	%


Grading for FPH 8990:  Note that a grade of B (83% – 86%) is required to pass FPH 8990.  

The grading scheme is as follows: 

94% - 100% = A

90% - 93% = A-

87% - 89% = B+
83% - 86% = B

80% - 82% = B-

Additional Comments:
1

